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SUB J : POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: LISBON 5399 

SUMMARY: CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY VOTED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES 

TO THREE WESTERN EUROPEAN EVENTS. VASCO VIEIRA DE ALMEIDA 

MAY BE NAMED AMBASSADOR TO US. WORKERS COMMISSIONS DEMONSTRATION 

IN LISBON DRAWS 10,000 PARTICIPANTS. ANTI-INDEPENDENCE DEMONSTRATION 

TOOK PLACE SEPTEMBER 18 IN MADEIRA. END SUMMARY 

1. CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVES TO COUNCIL OF EUROPE, 

EFT A, NATO: CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY VOTED SEPT 18 TO SEND REPRE- 
SENTATIVES TO SEVERAL UPCOMING EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL ACTI- 
VITIES. ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT HENRIQUE DE BARROS (PS) WILL AD- 
DRESS COUNCIL OF EUROPE OCTOBER 3. ASSEMBLY DELEGATIONS MADE 
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UP OF PS, PPD AND CDS DEPUTIES WILL ATTEND OCTOBER 13-14 MEETING 
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OF EFTA PARLIAMENTARIANS AND WILL VISIT NATO INSTALLATIONS 
IN BRUSSELS ON OCTOBER 20 AND 21. PCP AND MDP DEPUTIES ARE 
BOYCOTTING ALL THESE ACTIVITIES AS BEING OUTSIDE ASSEMBLY'S 
COMPETENCE. 

2. COMMENT: CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY DECISION TO PARTICIPATE 

IN INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES POINTS UP MAJOR PARTIES'CONVICTION 
THAT, AS SOLE ELECTED ORGAN OF POLITICAL POWER IN PORTUGAL, 
ASSEMBLY IS EMBODIMENT OF WILL OF PEOPLE. PCP HAS REPORTEDLY 
DECIDED TO RETURN TO PARTICIPATION IN GENERAL POLITICAL 
DISCUSSIONS HELD BEFORE THE OPENING OF THE DAYS BUSINESS. 

SHOULD PCP, IN FACT, PARTICIPATE IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY DISCUSSIONS 
AND SHOULD PCP MODIFY ITS DECISION ON PARTICIPATION IN THE EUROPEAN 
MEETINGS, IT WOULD DEMONSTRATE SIGNIFICANT TACTICAL SHIFT TOWARD 
SOFTER LINE, AS HAS BEEN RUMORED. 

3. FUNCHAL DEMONSTRATION: CROWD REPORTEDLY NUMBERING IN 
THOUSANDS PARTICIPATED IN SEPT 18 DEMONSTRATION AGAINST 
MADEIRAN INDEPENDENCE IN FUNCHAL. DEMONSTRATION WAS ORGANIZED 
BY LOCAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED DURING 
DEMONSTRATION BUT THREE SMALL BOMBS EXPLODED IN FUNCHAL LATER 
SAME NIGHT. PURPORTED "FLAMA" DEADLINE OF SEPT 17 (SUBSEQUENTLY 
DISAVOWED BY "FLAMA") PASSED WITHOUT THREATENED EXPULSION 

OF ANTI-SEPARATISTS (REFTEL). 

4. DIPLOMATIC POSSIBILITIES: RELIABLE SOCIALIST SOURCE TOLD 
EMBASSY ON SEPT 19 THAT VASCO VIEIRA DE ALMEIDA, FINANCE 
MINISTER IN FIRST POST APRIL 25 GOVERNMENT AND LATER MINISTER OF 
ECONOMY FOR ANGOLA, MAY BE NAMED AS AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED 
STATES. AMERICAN OFFICIALS FOUND ALMEIDA TO BE VERY BRIGHT AND 
FRIENDLY. HE IS TO BE NAMED, ACCORDING TO SOURCE, BECAUSE OF 

HIS ECONOMIC EXPERTISE. 

5. DEMONSTRATIONS: 

- 300 WORKERS' COMMISSIONS FROM LISBON INDUSTRIAL BELT, 

SUPPORTED BY COMMUNIST PARTY, ASSEMBLED 10,000 DEMONSTRATORS 
IN LISBON EVENING OF SEPT 18. THEME OF DEMONSTRATION WAS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST REACTIONARY FORCES. 
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- THE FAR-LEFT MRPP CELEBRATED ITS FIFTH ANNIVERSARY WITH 
SEVERAL DEMONSTRATIONS SEPT 18, AND CLASHED WITH THE MUCH 
LARGER WORKERS’ COMMISSION DEMONSTRATION ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 

- STRIKE OF SMALL FARMERS AND AGRICULTURAL WORKERS OF ALENTEJO 
ENDED TODAY FOLLOWING A SEPT 18 MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER- 
DESIGNATE PINHEIRO AZEVEDO. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE NEW MINISTER 
OF AGRICULTURE WOULD MEET WITH WORKERS' GROUPS FROM THE THREE 
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REGIONS NEXT MONDAY. 

6. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF MAJOR SHIFT TO CENTER OF NEW 
CABINET, DEMONSTRATIONS AND STRIKES WILL BE WATCHED CAREFULLY 
AS AN INDICATION OF PCP AND FAR-LEFT REACTION TO THE STRIKING 
REVERSAL IN THEIR INFLUENCE WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT. 

CARLUCCI 
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